
Human Footprints on the Environment 

“Hey, Amanda, check this out!” yelled Hannah. Amanda scurried over to her sister, peeping over her 

shoulder. “What?” she asked. The front headline on the newspaper this morning is Earth Is Dying: What Is 

Happening to Our Beloved Planet. Amanda rolled her eyes, obviously annoyed. “Great, I’m glad you know how to 

read.” Hannah said patiently, “No, silly. Read it and you’ll get what I mean.” She snatched the paper out of 

Hannah’s hands, and skimmed over the article. “Holy mackerel!” exclaimed Amanda. “I know”, said Hannah 

gravely. Amanda whispered, “So we’re all going to die now because we haven’t been careful enough with Earth?  

Hannah slowly stood up, and turned to gaze out the window of the twenty story apartment building. “That’s not quite 

how it works, Amanda.” She explained how humans have only been on the Earth a few minutes compared to the four 

and a half billion years old Earth actually is, and it might take several thousand years or more for our carelessness to 

have any effect. Amanda plopped down on the reclining chair, happy to have this weight lifted off her shoulders. 

“Good. Now we can keep doing what we’re doing, and let the future generations take care of it.” Hannah rotated 

gradually to face her sibling, a twinkle in her eyes. “No. We are going to do something about this. We’re going to 

save this planet if it kills me!” Hannah grabbed Amanda’s arm and dragged her out the door. “Well, maybe it would 

have if you didn’t get it into your head that we’re the saviors of the world”, grumbled Amanda. The first stop for the 

two girls on their quest was the local library. They needed to understand what was going on to uncover answers. 

Hannah was enthusiastically searching the Internet for harmful impacts of humans on Earth while Amanda sauntered 

down section after section of dusty bookshelves. “Found one!” yelled Amanda, quickly regretting her voice being so 

loud. The ancient librarian gave her a nasty glare as Amanda put her hands up in an apologetic gesture. She walked 

over to Hannah, who was still scanning through the Web. “This one has a bunch of stuff I think you’d like to see”, 

said Amanda. Hannah’s eyes left the screen, and she took a nose-dive into the book.  

After analyzing the pages for a few minutes, she motioned for Amanda to take a seat next to her. Hannah told 

her tidbits of what was in the book while her sister struggled to keep down a yawn. Inside they found several topics: 

pollution, over-harvesting, land development, and mining. Each one was linked to Earth’s demise, and had possible 

solutions. Hannah said, “All right, let’s get out of here. We have what we need.  She lowered her voice, “And the 

woman at the counter keeps staring at us! It’s creeping me out.” Amanda smiled timidly. Oh, I might have something 

to do with that. Hannah raised her eyebrow, but left it at that. They hurriedly checked out the book, and left the 

building. Following the library expedition, they took a cab to the State Science Center to express their concerns. The 

receptionist at the desk was pleasant to the girls until they told her their purpose of coming. “Sorry, ladies. You can’t 

just walk into one of our offices expecting to speak with award-winning scientists. They are very busy right now”, 

the woman said. Just as Amanda was about to give the receptionist a piece of her mind, a young woman in a white 

lab coat came clicking down the hall. “Sweetie, would you mind passing me the sign out clipboard over there?” 

Hannah realized she was talking to her, and hastily handed her the sheet. “You work here, right? Oh, I mean of 

course you do since you’re signing out, but I thought um...” Her face was on fire, so she retreated a couple steps to 

let Amanda rescue her. “Hi, this is my sister, Hannah, and I’m Amanda. We don’t mean to disrupt your leaving, but I 

was wondering if perhaps we could talk with you for a moment?” she inquired casually. “Sure, girls. My name is 

Stephanie, and I work in the Environmental Department. What can I help you with today?” Hannah nodded for her 

sister to continue. “Have you seen today’s newspaper headline?” “Yes, I did and I found it quite interesting 

considering my area of work.” “Yeah, and now my sister and I are trying to save the world.” Stephanie gave her a 

skeptical look. “How about we talk inside my office? It seems like you have a lot to tell me.”  

After a brief walk down the hallway, Stephanie halted at a door and unlocked it. The trio entered the cozy 

office. The girls sat down on a love seat, admiring the charming furnishings inside the room. Stephanie swiveled 

around in her chair to put her elbows on the mahogany desk. Hannah began, “We need some ways to help keep the 

Earth from dying a slow death from all the pollution and junk we put on it.” “Hmm” “You know, I’ll tell you what 

you can do. I have an article cut out from a magazine somewhere.” She ruffled some papers around on her desk, all 

the while mumbling to herself about organization, and finally managed to locate the paper. “Aha! I have wanted for 

people to use these tips for ages. Simple tasks such as switching to LED bulbs, reducing electricity use, recycling 

household items, and planting organic gardens can make a difference.” If two young girls can make a difference in 

the world, imagine what we can do together to save our beloved planet! People need to take responsibility for their 

actions. The siblings exchanged quizzical looks. “But that isn’t even hard to do!” “Try telling that to the rest of the 

world.”  
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