
There is Nowhere Else to Turn 

And Man created the plastic bag and the tin and aluminum can and the cellophane wrapper and the paper 

plate, and this was good because Man could then take his automobile and buy all his food in one place and He 

could save that which was good in the refrigerator and throw away that which had no further use. And soon the 

Earth was covered with plastic bags and aluminum cans and paper plates and disposable bottles and there was 

nowhere to sit down or walk, and Man shook his head and cried: Look at this God-awful mess. Art Buchwald, 

1970 I am slowly deteriorating. There will soon come a time when I will no longer be able to support human 

life. Ever since the time of the Industrial Revolution, humans have become extremely selfish creatures, not 

caring about the effects of their newly found technologies. Exhaust fumes from automobiles have destroyed the 

air quality on which they are dependent. U.S. factories alone release three million toxic chemicals into the air, 

land, and water.  

Humans are destroying me, piece by piece, but will have no remorse until I am completely gone. They 

will only repent when they have nowhere else to go. This is the massive problem with mankind; they only think 

of the consequences after their actions. My freshwater supply is rapidly decreasing. Only 2.5% of my water 

supply is fresh water. 69% of the freshwater supply is being contaminated by chemical pesticides, herbicides, 

and chemical fertilizers. Oil drilling methods have become sloppy and are not regulated enough. The effects are 

900,000 tons of oil being released into the ocean annually. If their dependence on oil wasn’t so great, the 

numbers could be drastically reduced. Humans must realize this quickly, or my water will disappear right before 

their eyes. Air pollution is a looming threat, causing two million premature deaths every year. Air pollution not 

only endangers human lives, but affects me and the quality of life provided by me. Motor vehicles are the main 

culprits of poisoning my air. Automobiles may be convenient, but the side effects are inevitable. Car exhaust 

has been linked to asthma, bronchitis, and other health hazards. Almost all ozone pollution is caused by 

automobiles. Even the particles from car tires as they wear away go into my atmosphere. How much more abuse 

can I take? If these ignorant humans will just keep driving cars without being consciously aware of the long 

term effects, they will pay a colossal price. Then the topic of recycling appears. The human idea of recycling is 

amusing. Americans use approximately 2,500,000 plastic bottles every hour, yet almost 90% of them are 

thrown away, instead of recycled. To produce each week's Sunday newspapers, 500,000 trees must be cut down. 

In this technological age, are newspapers even necessary anymore? Aluminum recycling is probably the most 

effective recycling process the humans have implemented, since there is no limit to the amount of times 

aluminum can be recycled.  

There is nothing but simple solutions to each problem the humans have created. Stop using chemical 

fertilizers and use organic methods instead. Get more government oil drilling regulations passed to reduce oil 

spills, keeping my water supply nice and clean. Walking, riding a bike, taking a bus or train, carpooling, or 

simply driving less would help the increasing air pollution problem. Putting a recycling bin in every school, 

classroom, workplace, and home would start an effective recycling trend. It is all up to them now. My pleas for 

help have been disregarded far too long. They can start putting these solutions in to action, or they can continue 

living in blissful ignorance. Humans must reconsider their treatment of me. If they keep going in this downward 

spiral, they will be left with nothing but a rundown planet and nowhere to turn. The entire human race depends 

on them. Humans were given one planet. They have only one chance.  
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